m——— (" — —

The Keweenaw Bay Ojibwe

2016 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY HELD AT
KEWEENAW BAY OJIBWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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Graduates, left to right, (front) Valerie Jokela, Mary Kaye Durant, (back) Heather Maki, Peter Morin, and
Susan Newman. Shelly Danielson is missing from photo.

KBOCC held its Commencement Cere-
mony, Saturday, May 7, 2016, at the Nii-
win Akeaa Center with six graduates re-
ceiving diplomas 7 (Associate of Applied
Science, Early Childhood Education) Val-
erie Jokela; (Associate of Science, Envi-
ronmental Science) Peter Morin;
(Associate of Arts, Liberal Studies) Mary
Kaye Durant and Susan Newman, and
(Business Administration) Shelly Daniel-
son and Heather Maki. Robin Chosa,
KBOCC Board of Regents Chairman,
served as Master of Ceremonies. Four
Thunders Drum provided music for the
processional, honor song, and reces-
sional. The KBIC Honor Guard led the pro-
cessional and posted the colors. Invoca-
tion, closing prayer, and Blessing of the
Feast was given by Donald Shalifoe, Sr.
Debra Parrish, KBOCC President, pre-
sented the welcome for the ceremony, and
Tribal Council Secretary Susan J.
LaFernier gave the
dress. Salutatorian, Heather Maki, and
Guest Speaker, Michigan State House
Representative Scott Dianda, gave the
graduating class commencement ad-
dresses.

Heather Maki was the recipient of two
scholarship awards this year: the Rick
Geroux Memorial Scholarship and the
Fred Dakota Scholarship. Heather is a
2016 graduate of Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa
Community College with a degree in Busi-
ness Administration and a GPA of 3.92.
She is the first in her family to attend col-
lege, and her goal is to find employment in
the health field. Heather has been in-

Heather Maki was presented with the Fred Dakota
Scholarship (pictured above with Councilman Fred
Dakota) and the Rick Geroux Memorial Scholar-
ship (pictured below with KBOCC President Debra
Parrish, Rick Gerouxbos

mot her)
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volved in student government, the
KBOCC chapter of American Indian
Business Leaders, and has volun-
teered at the KBIC Early Head
Start and Head Start programs, Ar-
von School, and peer tutoring for
college students. She has perfect
attendance in several of her
courses, has shown academic ex-
cellence, and has
been an overall out-
standing student. In
2015, Heather was
selected as the
KBOCC Student of
the Year and re-
ceived a scholarship
from the American
Indian College Fund.
Debbie Parrish,
KBOCC President,
says, AfHeat he
demonstrated her
commitment to her
educational goals
and is well-deserving
of these awar
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Governor Snyder once again refuses to concur with the
Keweenaw Bay I ndian Communit
Regional Hospitality/Entertainment Complex at the former
Marquette Airport property.

y

In 2000, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC)
commenced a lengthy application process to have the United
States Department of Interior take into trust land owned by the
Tribed land where the former Marquette County Airport was
located. If the land was taken into trust for the purpose of
gaming, KBIC intended to move its current Marquette County
gaming facility to the new site and develop there a regional
hospitality and entertainment complex. The Secretary of the
|l nterior carefully reviewed
mined in 2012 that the land should be taken into trust. The
Secretary based his decision on a test established under fed-
eral law:

K

the Secretary, after consultation with the Indian tribe and
appropriate State and local officials, including officials of
other nearby Indian Tribes, determines that a gaming
establishment on newly acquired lands would be in the
best interest of the Indian Tribe and its members and
would not be detrimental to the surrounding commu-
nityeée
Under federal law, however, for the land to be taken into trust,
the Governor of the State of Michigan had to concur in the De-
part ment of I nteriords deter
would be in the best interest of KBIC and not detrimental to
the surrounding community. By failing to concur within a cer-
tain timeframe, the Governor could stop the land from being
taken into trust and kill the development. In 2013, Governor
Snyder refused to concur, the land was not taken into trust,
and KBIC was prevented from moving forward with its devel-
opment plans.

As the economy in the Upper Peninsula has continued to
struggle since 2013, KBIC remains interested in pursuing this
development, not just for its own economic benefit and that of
its members, but for the economic benefit of the entire sur-
rounding Marquette community. Because Governor Snyder
refused to concur in 2013, in order to pursue the development
plan, KBIC would have to once again commence a costly and
time-consuming application process with the Department of
the Interior. And once again, even if the Secretary of Interior
determined that the land should be taken into trust, the Gover-
nor would have to concur with for the project to move for-
wards. In an effort to avoid the same result as last time, in a
letter dated April 8, 2016, President Swartz of KBIC asked
Governor Snyder if he would concur with the decision by the
Secretary of the Interior to take the land into trust, so the pro-
ject could proceed.

While waiting for a response from Governor Snyder, KBIC
received an incredible amount of support for the proposed
project. The support came from numerous elected officials
and citizens from all over the Upper Peninsula, especially
those in Marquette County. All believed that this type of de-
velopment is needed and will compliment the growing popula-
tion of Marquette County. Many of these same people ad-
vised the Governorodos office
calls and e-mails.

Governor Snyder did not respond himself to President
Swartzoés |l etter. Il nstead, o
yer, Dan Nyberg, sent an e-mail to President Swartz. Once
agai n, Governor Snyder refus
posed development. Instead, Mr. Nyberg vaguely indicated
t hat the Governor mi ght be
agreemento t hat according
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benefit KBIC, the State, and the citizens of Marquette County.
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Governor Snyder wused in 2013 in
I n reality, the Acommon agr eeme

for concessions by KBIC in a blatant attempt by Governor
Snyder to sell his agreement to KBIC. These concessions
included the Tribe agreeing to (i) reduce its exclusive gaming
area that the Tribe and the State had agreed to in the 1993
Gaming Compact, (i) coll ect
bers and nontribal customers; and (iii) stop the construction of
the Tribal gas station in Marquette.

KBIC rejected the demand for concessions in 2013 be-
cause the Governor was acting in bad faith. As described
Bbove,auisder fedegallaavstie omynqdestion far GouarnoreSnyy
der in 2013 was whether he concurred in the Department of
I nteriordés determination that
the best interest of the Tribe and not detrimental to the sur-
rounding Marquette community. There can be no dispute as
to the benefits of the project. Development of the entertain-
ment and gaming complex would mean increased revenues
for the Tribe allowing it to provide more government services
to its members and non-me mber s resi di ng
ervation and trust lands. It would mean new jobs for citizens
of the Upper Peninsula during the construction of the facility
and even more jobs when the facility opens for business. It
would mean increased revenue for other business owners in
the area due to Sel‘\{iCﬁS n?eded forI the faciliﬁ/ and itnchreased .
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communi ty. Governor Snyderds c
had nothing to do with these benefits but instead were de-
signed to achieve his own political interests. The same is true
today; through his | awyer, the
agreemento that woul d benefit
Marquette County and the surrounding aread but revenues
from economic development is what would really benefit the
Tribe and citizens of Marquette County, not to mention the in-
crease in 8% payments required to be made to the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation.

It is no secret that Governor Snyder has issues with the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, and the fact that it is a
sovereign nation. The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community has
been in existence since before Michigan was created and has
treaties with the United States of America. KBIC is not bound
by the laws of the State of Michigan.

But Governor Snyder should not let these issues stand in
the way of progress and economic development in the Upper
Peninsula. By refusing to concur with the project, he once
again has missed an opportunity to create jobs and expand
economic growth in the Upper Peninsula and most impor-
tantly, Marquette County.
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June 2016 Calendar Events

1 June 4: Reg. Sat. Council Meeting, 9 am, Ojibwa Casino
Conference Room, Baraga;
1 June 6: Constitutional Committee Meeting, 10 am, Tribal

Center Bldg, Council Chambers (downstairs conference
room);

‘IJ) Jun? Jh7: Dogs for Dads, 11:30 am; Niiwin Akeaa Center;
f el suppor }Aéé_okg Oohlp.ne
. 1 June : I S IS
[ e Derby, 9 am, Sand Point
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OJIBWA CASINOS PROJECTS
UPDATE

The Tribal Council attempted to give
Mi chi ganos
last chance to side with the Department

A

of Il nteriords findi

Marquette Casino from its current loca-
tion in Chocolay Township to the former
airport property along US41 in Negau-
nee Township, is in the best interest of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
and not detrimental to the surrounding
communities. The governor did not give
any indication he would work with the
Tribe other than s
provided with a new proposal by KBIC.

The Tribal Council has met and dis-
cussed their options related to both the
Baraga and Marquette casino projects.
Knowing now that the likelihood of mov-
ing to the Marquette location is unlikely,
they are discussing the possibility of
building a new casino and resort at the
Harvey location and scaling back its
plans in Baraga. The casino workgroup
will be meeting to discuss the venues
that would compliment a casino in Mar-
guette therefore creating a resort desti-
nation.

The process will include community
meetings to discuss the project changes
and ultimately a vote of the membership
will take place to seek approval. Addi-
tional information will be provided to the
community as details become available.

~ Submitted by
Larry Denomie, Ill, CEO

Governor

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS -
Restoring, Cleaning, Walk-
ing the Sand Point Trail

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS | Restoring, Cleaning, Walking

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY

GAMING COMMISSIONER
One (1) Vacancy

The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, is seeking an individual to fill the position of
GAMING COMMISSIONER. Candidates must possess the following:

e A commissioner shall be an enrolled member of the Community and shall be
at least twenty-five (25) years old.
Must obtain NIGA Commissioner Certification within one (1) year.
A Commissioner must pass a background test, drug screening, and pre-
employment physical.
No person shall serve as Commissioner if the person has been convicted of or
entered a plea of guilty or no contest to a felony of any kind or a
misdemeanor related to illegal gaming, bribery, drug abuse, or dishonest act.
A Commissioner must have a high school diploma or GED.
A Commissioner shall not have a Conflict of Interest unless such Conflict of
Interest has been fully disclosed to the entire Commission and to the Tribal
Council and both entities have approved or waived the Conflict of Interest,
separately from each other and in duly adopted resolutions.
A Commissioner must not hold any elected position within the Community
while at the same time serving as Commissioner.
A Commissioner must not hold the position of CEO or CFO while at the same
time serving as Commissioner.
A Commissioner shall not be an employee of the Commission.
A Commissioner shall not be employed in any capacity by a Gaming
Establishment.
A Commissioner must have demonstrated extensive knowledge of federal
Indian law, the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act and related statutes and
regulations by possessing three (3) years experience in casino management,
prior Gaming Commissioner, or related education in business, finance or law.

This position is located at the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Center, is to serve as a Member
of the Gaming Commission. For more information, please visit our web site at

http:/ /www.kbic-nsn.gov or contact:

Please submit a letter of interest and current resume’ to:
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
President Office
16429 Beartown Road
Baraga, Michigan 49908
(906) 353-6623, ext. 4112
ploonsfoot@kbic-nsn.gov
No later than Friday, June 10, 2016 at 4:00 pm

We took a break to paint the rocks near the Cop Shop

the Sand Point Trail was hosted by Ojibwa Inner Strength for
Health Beginnings (OISHB) Coalition, KBIC Natural Resource
Department, KBIC Youth, Spirit Fitness, GHWIC Grant,
Ojibwa Campgrounds, and Public Works.

The group of approximately 45 individuals met on Satur-
day, May 21, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., behind the Powwow
Grounds to bring awareness, restore, dress, and clean the
trails behind the Powwow Grounds. The beautiful morning
started with an amazing warm-up near the water on the beach
with Sheila Ekdahl and Jamie Jones leading a work out to get
the blood flowing. We then started at the rustic trail leading to
the wild rice beds (the opening is on the dirt road adjacent to
the Sand Point Trail). Afterwards we moved to cleaning and
marking the main trail - the Sand Point Trail! We moved the
sticks and brush from the trail, picking up garbage, and
worked out at each of the 13 fitness stations on the three-mile
loop.

(Keweenaw Bay Tribal Police Department), embellished them
with floral, natural, woodland, and creative designs. The day
ended with a healthy lunch catered by Lucky 7's in the Ojibwa
Hotel Chippewa Room. The event encompassed all ages,
and it was a beautiful day to be outdoors!




Lake Trout and the Lake
Superior Fishery

KBIC-NRD is the only Agency stocking Lake Trout in this
part of the Lake Superior Basin. Due to the overall feeling
among most agencies that Lake Trout are fairing very well
throughout the basin, stocking them has been discontinued or
reduced. Although KBIC-NRD has reduced stocking efforts for
Lakers, we continue to hold the position that MI-4 needs strate-
gic stocking to support the robust human fishery (both sport
and commercial) there, and we hope to expand that manage-
ment perspective to additional zones (like MI-5/ Marquette)
eventually.
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Lake Trout Stocking Effort in Lake Superior Michigan Management Zone MI-4 1991-2015

Coaster Brook Trout and the
Lake Superior Fishery

KBIC-NRD continues to work hard to manage for multiple
native species to Superior, and the Coaster Brook Trout reha-
bilitation work done here is testament. Strategic stocking of
>350,000 coasters has occurred to date. Survey efforts to de-
termine how stocked fish are fairing continue. Part of the justi-
fication for the strategic pursuit of funding to gain the capability
of doing standardized nearshore electro-fishing surveys was to
intensify KBIC-NRD evaluation ability for Coaster Brook Trout
(see photo(s) of our state of the art electro-fishing boat, which
will become important for Coaster Brook Trout work and Wall-

14th Annual KBIC
Kids Fishing Derby

Honoring Fisherman
John Tolonen

Ojibwa Recreation Area
Off of US-41 Baraga
Sand Point Pond (near lighthouse}

9am-2pm

Registration begins at 9:00am,
{Registration Ends At Staff Discretion) o -

Derby starts at 10:00am
Ages4-12 = &= <

Children must be accompanied by an adult.

FISHING

) CONTACT KBIC Natural Resources for more Information: 0
{906} 524-5757 Ext 10 or 12 ‘
PL HELP!
Volunteers, Displays, Donations, and Varlous Support Items Are Needed. Please consider
contacting the KBNRD to lend a hangd!
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-NRD Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
Technician. He is a recent Ojibwa
Community College Graduate and
looks forward to serving KBIC in pro-
tecting and managing the natural re-
sources of the region.




